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SUMMER WOODWORKING CAMP
Storage Bench
Project Introduction
Students will build a storage bench that combines a clean, simple design with useful storage. During the week, students will learn how individual pieces come together to create a finished furniture project, practicing measuring, cutting, joinery, assembly, and fitting a lid. The design is intended to be approachable for young woodworkers while introducing techniques they can use in future projects.
Weekly Schedule
MONDAY  |  Design & Preparation
Introduce the project and review its main parts. Discuss how to read dimensions, plan the order of construction, select suitable materials, and mark out components. Begin preparing the parts needed for the storage bench.
TUESDAY  |  Milling & Cutting
Continue preparing materials and cut the main components to size. Organize and check the parts, then begin preparing components for the frame and main body as well as the lid.
WEDNESDAY  |  Joinery & Assembly
Practice the planned joinery methods, test-fit components, and assemble major parts as appropriate. Begin constructing the storage bench and check the project for squareness and alignment.
THURSDAY  |  Final Fitting & Project Completion
[bookmark: _GoBack]Fit the lid, refine edges and details, and check the storage bench for stability and function. Review the build and prepare the project to take home. Activities may be adjusted to suit class progress and safe working practices.
Skills & Techniques
Measuring, marking, and following a project plan
Understanding lumber selection and grain direction
Preparing and cutting components accurately
Using appropriate joinery and dry-fitting parts before assembly
Building and fitting a simple hinged lid
Checking squareness, alignment, stability, and function
Learning Goals
Describe the main stages involved in building a piece of furniture.
Measure and mark project components with care.
Practice safe, accurate preparation and assembly techniques.
Understand how lids are constructed and fitted.
Recognize how careful checking and adjustment improve a project.
Safety & Shop Expectations
Students must follow instructor demonstrations and directions, wear required personal protective equipment, and use machines and hand tools only when authorized and supervised. Keep work areas clear, handle tools and materials responsibly, and ask the instructor for help whenever a setup or operation is unfamiliar.
Project Completion & Take-Home Notes
The goal is to complete the main construction and fitting of one storage bench during the four-day camp. The pace and final details may vary with individual progress and project needs. Projects are taken home unfinished; oils, paints, stains, polyurethane, and other finish coats are not applied in the shop. Students may complete any remaining sanding, finishing, or minor adjustments at home with an adult's help as appropriate.
A flexible course outline — daily activities may shift to support safe, quality work.
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